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‘Comcldence or circumstance?

Deptford’s selection for mayor
sparks racism, sexism allegations

Elwl phoioa by Jorason Wedly

Deptiord residents (irom left) Lillie Wilson, Dorcily Brown and Shenee Knight, all mem-
bers of the Hational Coaltion of 100 Black Woman, Southern New Jersoy Chapter, hold

slgns in support of Jackie Love at the Deptiord reorganizaion mesting af the Depbiced
Municipal Bullding Saturday.
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DEPTFORD TWP — Coun-
cllwoman Jacquelyn Love —
who has served ns Deputy
Mayor of Dieptiend Towrship for
tho past 10 years — will remain
in her position, aftér oouncl
meémbers appointed 5-year com-
outieeman Paud Medany to the
mayers seat at the recrpaniea-
tion mesting Satusday,

Lowve reciedived shouwts from the
crowd numbering into the
bundreds and spilling cut into
thi lobly of the municpal hall
— and a standing ovation as she
was uided through the sath of
office by state Assemblywoman
Milsa Cruz-Perez.

With his wile and son losking
on, Mayor Paul Medany was
gworn in by state Sen. Stephen
Sweeney.
© did think this leadership
wodd hanve the sourage to stép
up and wobe Love in as mayor
after all her years of leader-
ship,” said Mnxine Bagley, vice

president of fimance f(or the
Mational Coalition of 100 Black
Women, Southern New Jiersry
Chapter. “1 have never seen
such an aberration in socoesson
of leadership, 1 think there are
gender issues here,”

This comses in addition Lo alle
gations tewnship and
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"l am in a position where |
Just don't want to believe any of
that,” Lewee aid.

But John Love — the Deputy
hlayer's nephow — cited former
council members Alice Darnell
Corgey and Hobert Carter —
both black — a8 examplea of
mirorities whi came very eloss
{o winning elections for mayor,
bt never elevaied to that office

*1s this a coincdence or a cir-
cumstance™ Mr. Love said,

Shorily after the election, the
counddl began talking about
appainting Medany sz mayer,
Lwe said
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